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Why a public health approach to preventing abuse 

and neglect? 

ü Scope and complexity of the problem 

ü Primary prevention focus

ü Reduce risk andincrease protective factors

ü Multidisciplinary approach

ü Maltreatment is a health and mental health issue



U.S. Maltreatment Trends
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Focus on Youngest Children

Victimization Rates by Age Group, 2006
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Source: Child Maltreatment 2006, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, 2008



Source: Helping Babies from the BenchDVD, ZERO TO THREE, 2007

Negative Consequences of Maltreatment



Invest in Early Childhood to Improve Workforce

òRecent studies of early childhood investments have 

shown remarkable success and indicate that the early 

years are important for early learning and can be 

enriched through external channels. Early childhood 

investments of high quality have lasting effect.ó 

James Heckman, Nobel prize winning economist at the 

University of Chicago



In-home 

Services Pediatrics

Community Supports

Research and PolicyEarly Education

Public Education

http://www.aap.org/ypn/yp/


United Way Strengthening Families Grants

Strengthening Families Initiative
Integrating Prevention into Early Education/Child Care 

Zero to Three Prevention Training

Strengthening Families National Network 


